
New liberal arts curriculum

Seminar 100: 
Self and Culture:
• Write (B)
• Information Literacy (B)
• Race and Ethnicity (B)
• Gender (B)
• Metacognition (B)
• Common Good (B)

Seminar 200: 
Community and Religion:
• Teamwork (B)
• Theological Reasoning (B)
• Religious Engagement (B)
• Benedictine Hallmarks (B)

Seminar 300: 
World and Culture:
• Metacognition (I)
• World Systems (I)
• Gender (I)
• Race and Ethnicity (I)

Seminar 400: 

Connections:
• Common Good (I)
• Metacognition (A)
• Benedictine Hallmarks 

(I)
• Analyze (A)

Making Meaning:
• Read (B)
• Analyze (B)
• Creative Knowledge (B)

Formal Reasoning:

• Abstract Reasoning (B/I)
• Speak (B)

Think Globally:
• Think Scientifically (B)
• Quantify (B)
• World Systems (B)

Writing and Analysis:
• Information Literacy (I)
• Analyze (I)

Write (I)

Creative Practice
• Speak (I)
• Creative Knowledge (I)

Science and Society
• Think Scientifically (I)
• Quantify (I)
• Teamwork (I)

Theology
• Read (I)
• Theological Reasoning (I)
• Religious Engagement (I)

QUESTIONS

INVESTIGATIONS with 
themed clusters

Additional Requirements:
• Distribution (TBD)
• Language proficiency



Catholic Benedictine Tradition

Seminars:
My place in the world

Questions: 
How do different 

disciplines approach 
and ask a question?

Investigations: 
How do different 

disciplines investigate 
and explore a 

question?
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Important points:

• There are five dimensions that include 18 learning outcomes. The five dimensions are: Expression, Inquiry, 
Problem Solving, Cultural Agility, and Catholic and Benedictine Tradition. 

• The outcomes under these dimensions are housed within 11 courses that make up the general education 
curriculum. Also within the curriculum is a language proficiency requirement that is identical to our current 
language requirement. There is also a distribution requirement (details to be determined during the 
implementation phase) that is separate from the general education curriculum, which will require students 
to take courses across the divisions. The distribution requirement does not include general education 
learning outcomes and might be address by majors, minors, or external credits.

• The only general education specific courses that cannot count towards a major or minor are the four 
Seminar courses. Any Question or Investigation course can count towards a major or minor. These courses 
can also count towards the distribution requirement.

• Current courses (and new) courses designed by departments could serve as Question and Investigation 
courses (7 out of the 11 course requirements). The current courses may have to be modified to some degree 
to meet the learning outcomes. 

• Faculty development funds are available through the presidents’ SD2020 budget to support faculty in 
making these modifications and in designing new courses.


